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Maximus contiguous to the Palatine and the Ccelian
Hills. This quarter of the city contained many
shops, full of inflammable materials, whence the
flames spread with frightful rapidity. From this
point the fire made the round of the Palatine, ravaged
the Velabrum, the Forum, the Carinee, mounted the
hills, committed great damage on the Palatine, re-
descended into the valleys, devouring for six days
and seven nights closely compact quarters, pierced
by tortuous streets. An enormous pulling down of
houses, which was effected at the foot of the Esqui-
line, stopped it for awhile; but it burned up again,,
and lasted three days longer. The number of deaths
was considerable. Of the fourteen "regions" into-
which the city was divided, three were wholly de-
'stroyed, seven others reduced to blackened walls.
Rome was a city singularly closely built and very
densely peopled. The disaster was frightful., and
such as men had never known the like.

Nero was at Antium when the fire broke out. He
did not return to the city until the moment at which
the conflagration was drawing near to his " domus
transitoria." It was impossible to save anything